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The EU and the GCC 

Challenges and Prospects under the Swedish EU Presidency 

June 8-9, 2009 

LUND UNIVERSITY, LUND, SWEDEN 

Lund Contact: Lars-Erik Olofsson, lars-erik.olofsson@cme.lu.se, +46 (0) 73 651 4607 

GRC Contact: Christian Koch, ckoch@grc.ae, +971-4-324 7770 

Conference Location: Palaestra et Odeum, Lund University, Paradisgatan 5, 223 50 Lund 

Residence: Grand Hotel Lund, Bantorget 1, 221 04 Lund   

Lunch: Lilla Salen, AF Borgen, Sandgatan 2, 223 50 Lund  

Dinner: Stora Salen, Grand Hotel Lund 
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Monday, June 8, 2009 
 
09:00 a.m. 
 

 Welcome   
 
Abdulaziz Sager 
Chairman 
Gulf Research Center 
 
Dr. Leif Stenberg 
Director 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies  
Lund University  
 
Dr. Per Eriksson 
Vice Chancellor 
Lund University 
 

09:15 a.m. 
 

 Opening Keynote Addresses  
 
 
Outlining the Agenda for GCC-EU Relations under the Swedish EU Presidency 
 
Patricia Llombart-Cussac 

Head of Unit  

Gulf Countries, Iran, Iraq and Yemen 

European Commission 

 
H.E. Abdulrahman Abdullah Al-Attiyah  
Secretary-General  
Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)  
 
Trade Minister Ewa Björling 
Minister of Trade  
Swedish Foreign Ministry   
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10:00 a.m.  Session 1: EU-GCC Economic Relations and the Global Financial Crisis 
 

Each speaker will 
have 15 minutes to 
present their paper.  

 Chair: 
Hans-Gösta Engzell  
Senior Relationship Manager, Middle East 
Nordea Bank 
 
Speakers: 
 
Dr. Abdel Aziz Abu Hamad Aluwaisheg  
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Director, Economic Integration Department 
Gulf Cooperation Council  
 
Dr. Lama Al-Sulaiman 
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce 
 
Dr. Mehmet Asutay 
University of Durham 
 

10:15 a.m.- 
10:30 a.m.  

 Coffee Break 
 

10:30 a.m.  Discussion facilitated by chair 
 

12:00 noon  Lunch in Lilla Salen in AF Borgen 
 

01:00 p.m. 
 

 Session 2: The Gulf Security Environment and the Role of the EU 
 
Chair: 
Christian-Peter Hanelt 
Bertelsmann Stiftung, Gütersloh  
 
Speakers: 
 
Professor Gerd Nonnemann  
Exeter University   
 
Professor Salih Al-Mani 
King Saud University   
 
Professor Anoush Ehteshami 
University of Durham 
 

01:45 p.m.   Discussion Period  
 

02:30 p.m.- 
02:45 p.m. 

 Coffee Break 

04:00 p.m.   End of the First Day Proceedings  
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07:30 p.m.  Dinner in Stora Salen at Grand Hotel Lund 
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2009 
 
09:00 a.m. 
 

 Session 3: Development Issues and GCC-EU Relations 
 
Chair: 
Edward Burke 
FRIDE 
 
Speakers: 
 
Dr. Christopher Davidson 
University of Durham 
 
Professor Haila Al-Mekaimi 
College of Social Sciences, Kuwait 
 
Professor Ebtisam Al-Kitbi   
UAE University 
 

09:45 a.m.   Discussion Period  
 

10:30 a.m.- 
10:45 a.m.  

 Coffee Break 
 

12:00 noon  Lunch in Lilla Salen in AF Borgen 
 

01:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 Session 4: The Role of Culture and Identity in a Globalizing World: Improving 
Understanding between Europe and the Gulf  
 
Chair: 
H.E. Ambassador Nabeela Al-Mulla 
Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to the European Union and Belgium  
 
Speakers: 

Dr. Abdulrahman Abouammoh  

King Saud University 

 
Dr. Abdulhadi Khalaf 
Lund University 
 
David C. Chaudoir 
University of Arkansas 
 

01:45 p.m.  Discussion Period   
 

02:30 p.m.- 
02:45 p.m. 

 Coffee Break 

04:00 p.m.  End of the Second Day Proceedings 
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08:00 p.m.  Dinner in Stora Salen at Grand Hotel Lund and Closing Statements 
 

 
Additional GCC Invited Guests 
Dr. Abdullah Baabood   

Center for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies 

Cambridge University   

Faculty of Oriental Studies, 

Sidgwick Avenue, 

Cambridge, CB3 9DA, UK 

 
Amb. Abdul-Aziz  Al-Sharekh,  

Director General 

Kuwait Diplomatic Institute  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Sief Palace Area Buildings 

Kuwait City, Kuwait 

 

Dr. Asad Saleh Al-Shemlan 

Assistant Professor 

Institute for Diplomatic Studies 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Riyadh 11462, Saudi Arabia 

 
H.E. Amb. Dr. Saad Bin Abdurahman Al-Ammar   

Head of the Diplomatic Institute    

Foreign Ministry    

Nasseriya Street    

Riyadh 11124 , Saudi Arabia 

 

H.E. Reem Ibrahim Al-Hashimi 
UAE Minister of State to the UAE Cabinet 

Chairman of the Board of Dubai Cares 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 

H.E. Shaikha Najla Mohammad Bin Salim Al-Qassimi 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  

Embassy of the United Arab Emirates 

Torsgatan 2 

111 23 Stockholm 

 

H.E. Sami Mohammad Al-Sulaiman 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  

Embassy of the State of Kuwait 

Banergatan 37 

Box 10030 

100 55 Stockholm 

 

H.E. Khalid Rashid Salem Al-Homoudi Al- Mansouri 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  

Embassy of the State of Qatar 

1, South Audley Street 

London W1Y 1NB 

United Kingdom  

 

Ms. Noora Saleh Al Turki  
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Jeddah Chamber of Commerce 

Al Bogdadia Al Gharbia Building 

Hael Street, Rouweis Area 

P.O. Box 1264, Jeddah 21431, Saudi Arabia 

Additional Sweden Invited Guests 
Swedish Trade Minister Ewa Björling   

Minister of Trade 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Swedish Government Offices 

SE-103 33 Stockholm 

Sweden 

 

Ambassador Robert Rydberg   

Middle East and North Africa Department 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Swedish Government Offices 

SE-103 33 Stockholm 

Sweden 

 

Ambassador Jan Thesleff    

Embassy of Sweden 

P.O. Box 94382 

Riyadh 11693 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Joachim Bergström 

Embassy of Sweden 

P.O. Box 94382 

Riyadh 11693 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Ambassador Bruno S. Beijer    

Embassy of Sweden 

P.O. Box 31867 

Abu Dhabi 

United Arab Emirates 

 

Susann Nilsson 

Desk Officer 

Middle East and North Africa Department 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Swedish Government Offices 

SE-103 33 Stockholm 

Sweden 
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Additional EU Guests 
Dr Bassma Kodmani 

Executive Director 

Arab Reform Initiative 

71 Rue Fondary 

75015 Paris - France 

 

Amb. Luigi Narbone 

Ambassador, Head of Delegation 

The European Commission to Saudi Arabia 

P.O. Box 65996 

Riyadh 11566 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

 

Sabine Taufmann 

Deputy Head of Division 

Middle East, Magreb, OIC 

Federal Foreign Office 

Division 301 

Werderscher Markt 1 

D-10117 Berlin 

Germany 

 

Patricia Llombart-Cussac 

Head of Unit 

Gulf Countries, Iran, Iraq and Yemen 

European Commission 

External Relations Directorate-General 

Char 10/144 

1049 Brussels 

Belgium 

 

Herman Quarles van Ufford 

Head, Gulf States Division 

North Africa and Middle East Department 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

DAM/GO 

Bezuidenhoutseweg 67 

2594 AG The Hague 

The Netherlands 

 

Lene Hove 

Desk Officer for the Gulf Region 

European Council 

 

Alberto Ucelay Urech  

Subdirector General de Oriente Próximo  

Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores 

Edificio Torres Ágora  

C/ Serrano Galvache 26 

28033 Madrid 

Spain 
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Amb. Gunther Mulack 

Director 

German Orient Institute 

Jaegerstrasse 63 D 

D-10117 Berlin 

Germany 

 

Denis Bauchard 

Senior Fellow 

North Africa/Middle East 

Institut Francais des Relations Internationales 

27, rue de la Procession 

75740 Paris Cedex 15 

France 
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GRC 
Abdulaziz Sager 

Chairman GRC  

 

Dr. Christian Koch 

Director for International Relations GRC 

 

Dr. Giacomo Luciani 

Director, Geneva Office GRC 

 

CMES 
Dr. Leif Stenberg 

Director CMES 

 

Dr. Rouzbeh Parsi 

Research Fellow EUISS 

Department of Human Rights, Lund University 

 

Ambassador Mathias Mossberg 

Visiting Senior Researcher CMES 

 

Lars-Erik Olofsson 

Project Assistant CMES 

 

Anders Ackfeldt 

Project Assistant CMES 

 

Charlotta Liljedahl 

Project Assistant CMES 

 

Jonna Pettersson 

Intern CMES 

 

Jaleh Taheri 

Intern CMES 

 

Elena Zukauskaite 

Intern CMES 

 

Ulrika Langels 

Guest CMES 

 

 

 


